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EDMOND MALONE, EG 


| | 
| Into THR coNDUCT OF 


| Nothing extenuate, nor ſet down aught in malice,” 4 
| OTHELLOy 

| | Y 
a —  — | 


. 
| | going mottos from the favourite and. juſtly" 
. eſteemed author of Mr, Malone, are ſelected av 
| applicable to the office I have undertaken, in re- | 
| knting to the Public the meaſures adopted by 
that gentleman, to exclude me from the advans | 

tage I might derive by having acceſs to the 
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N88. of John Aubrey, now in the Acmoleng 
Muſeum, where they have lain dormant more 
than a century. And though Mr. Melone may 
ingeniouſly attribute t6 himſelf many improve- 
ments to the better underſtanding our celebrated 
Bard] yet it is not in his power (as in the Aubrey 
papers) to ſecrete from us the more appiopriaie 
ſenſe of the author, as couched, in his own 
dreſs, I have mentioned thus much by way of 
apology for quoting an author, Mr. Malone 
would if ee gladly monopolize. . 


| 
$ In the year 17 38, having made a conſiderable 
collection of materials for publiſhing the Memoirs 


publication, was the following See Anecdotes 


molean Muſeum.” 


- Granger, pal I. page 405. 
This 


e e ee * in . nc 


ö of Remarkable Perſons, I began to engage | 
epgravers to carry on that work, and 1790. 1 pros. 
[ duced the firſt number, which has been carried 
on; to the completion of two volumes; among 
the many memorandums I had taken for this” 
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rer, 


(9) | 
This with other uſeful documents 1 have 
often ſubmitted to the peruſal of my friends} 
ang ſubſcribers to my work, and have as 
Ly mentioned my intention, in procuring (if; 
poſſible) a tranſcript from Aubrey's papers, for 
the purpoſe of printing: to this circumſtan 
alone I attribute Mr. Malone's application 
wake uſo of the MSS. as I think will ſufficient 
| ly appear by comparing the date of his arrange- 
ment of the Fragments as he calls them, and 
the date of my commencing my publication, 
With the title of Renar table Perſons, which 
_ title was given to the book, under the expecta- 
tion I had formed of Apbrey's M SS. being uſe- 
ful in aur menting the accounts 1. Wa —_ 
coe Bo 1 0 ! 


t 
f Farly uf 3 accidentally ee bd; | 
I enquired at the Aſhmolean Muſeum for. the 
Mss. in queſtion, which were readily produced 

by the deputy keeper; when after peruſing' a 
fe pages, and finding it. fit for the putpoſe in- 
W rough the ip of a friend re - 
So "_ 


| all of which/I placed in the hands of a printer 
for immediate publication, and wrote to Oxford 
to obtain a copy from the fine drawing by 
| Faithorne, of Fobs Aubrey, which I purpoſe 
| to prefix to the work. In the eourſe of Engrav- 
; ingt this portrait, 1 underſtood Mr. Malone was 


| 


$dent in On ford, 
Charles Lloyd, Eſq. keeper, — 
eee 


This permiſſion rd, moch ub of 42 
and came to London furniſhed with 


(8). 
Or ford, I obtained permiſſion from 


lives, which I tranſcribed from the MSS. 


25 


occupied on the ſame plan with myſelf; to be 


ſatisfied of the truth of which report, I waited og 
him, and went ſo far as to ſay, that rather than op ? 


poſe: him, if our ideas claſhed, I would willingly . 
relinquiſh the undertaking, He then n, 
me he intended to put them forth to the world on 
the ſame ſcale as his laſt edition of Shakeſpear, 


and without the embelliſhment of plates, on 


which I told. him our ideas were widely different, 


as I intended to publiſh my edition in one ſplen - 5 
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did volume, with che portraits engraved from the 

original pictures in che ſame repoſitory as the MSS. 
imperfe& without the aid of 
de other, he ſlightly obhected to the neceflity of 
| plates, and inſtanced ſame of them had been 
done for other works, one in particular, Dr. Dee, 
| inLyſons'Environsof London / I then ſuggeſted, 
as I had frequent opportunities in the diſpoſal 
| portraits, one or two; out of the many I intended 
to publiſh, could be no obje& in engraving 
tze beſt judge in that particular, and as ſuch: 
| ene . . 


| 


eee i 
copied of the M. 8. he 1 
and ſaid if he had not made the Engliſh poets 
his particular ſtudy,” it would have been a mat 
tẽr with him altogether impracticable to decy- 
mY the obſolete word. mags uſe of by Aubrey.“ 

1% ot: en lf nr | After 
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* If we are to Judge of Mr. Malone's ſtudy of odſolets 
i dpeniog from the following an the” public may nas 


| After this interview 1 induſtriouſly applied 
1 myſelf to the work, and made a conttact with an 
able artiſt to furniſn me with a conſiderable 
quantity of drawings, which 1 procured at a 
great expence, and, as received, gave chem into 
the hands of celebtated engravers, in order to 
bring the work forth with credit; theſe plates 
on an average could not be 'finiſhed under 
twelve guineas each, and it was not until five 
of them were done, that I was apprized of Mr. 
Malone's endeavor to do me an irreparable in- 
jury, by uſing his intereſt at Oxford to ſtop my 
purſuit in gaining the M. S. of Aubrey complete: 
conſequently, to leave me at a conſiderable ex- 


| pence in the midſt of a heavy * 
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| turally expect a correct copy of Aubtey's text from that 

| | EE Genileman's accurate pen, © 'hoticing the marriage of 

| Emi, tle player with Rebecea Knill, he (probably for 

want of his ſpeQacles, or taking his minutes from the ſnuſi · 
* accent of the, pariſh clerk) wetamorphoſed the K. 
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For ſome time he made himſelf eaſy in the 
 Ggontemplation that none other than himſelf could 


be was dwakened from this lethargy, by the 


2 


(ay 


decypher the obſcure phraſes in the MSS. when 


report of a much abler perſon, in that myſtery, 
being employed on the preſent occaſion. 


Between the time I ſaw Mr. Malone, and his 
alarm on this ſubject, I again vilited Oxford, 


where the Aubrey papers, as before, were open 
6 for my uſez when on the paper cover of the 


principal book, I, for the firſt time, obſerved the 
following inſcription, 
B 2 | Theſe | 
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into N. and inverting the ſecond letter of the name, inge-- | 


niouſly produced the name of Nuel,” an//ormity of ſpelling | | 


is to Mr. Malone, what a gib was to Shakeſpear; He 
purſues it at all adventures, ns the traveller purſues an ignis 
fatues; it is ſure to lead him out of the way ; and is ſure 
to plunge him in the mire ; Un;/ormity af /pelling is the fatal 
Cleopatra, for which he loſt the critical world; and is con 
tent to foe it, | | 


See © an FR 1 the Velber. eri.“ page 2 38, 


( #2 ) 
|. * 15 help fragments » 


| WCWollected and arranged 
eee ee eee 
* 6 8 
| 1792, 


By this date“ in the hand writing (it 1 is pre- 
famed) of Mr. Maloge, it appears I was four 
Fears prior to him, in idea theſe Papers; and 

two 
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„ "Np In the cance "Ig Fai poſitive and par- 

ticular, and wiſh it to be underſtood, that I neither con- 

/ jecture or dreamy under the one or other of which ſem- 

plances Mr. Malone generally delivers his opinion, Which 

is ſo well known, that even Auctioneers- catalogues are 

illuſtrated with confutations of this great critic's ability, 

as the following paragrapb, extracted from one, will teſlify. 

[| Dictionary of the chaiceſt flowers of Engliſh poetry, 
| printed in the year 1600, With Ben Johnſon's hand-writ- | 
ing, and many quotations Vom the then printed plays of 
| Shakeſpear, by which their dates or times of publiſhing, - 
may be better aſcer tained than from Mglpne's Conjecfures.“o 


King s catalogue of books, Ge . 
| Der, 30th, 3796, 
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pro yen or ke had le them, I had pubs | 

liſhed a book, the title of which was expreſsly 
taken from Aubrey's Anecdotes of ſeveral 
extraordinary perſons, a MSS. in the Aſhniolean | | 


0 
| 
| 
| 


Ste Granger, Vol I. page 405. 


Having made a conſiderable progreſs in print · | 
ang the letter-prefs, under the title of the. Ox+ 
ford Cabinet,” I went to that univerſity to eſta» 
bliſh a connection with the bookſellers, in order 
to diſpoſe of the copies printed, and to enquire. 
aſter pictures for the further embelliſhment of 
the work when, to my inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, I | 
was informed, ( That in conſequence ofa letter 
from Mr. Malone to the keeper, Charles Lloyd, 
Eſq.” the Manuſcripts were no longer to be. 
conſulted, particularly, however, excluding me. 
And the only anſwer I could obtain from Mr. 
Lake, the Deputy-Keeper, was, they were n 
ſully locked up, and no longer in his power 10 
ſhew to any perſon whatever; I ſhall forbear here 
to pive my opinion, why the public ſhould be 
3 | Alen 


(467 


debarred from the privilege of conſulting hem, 
but certainly felt myſelf authorized to call on 
Mr. Malone tor an explanation of his conduct, 
in biaſing the opinion of Mr. Lloyd ſo much 
to my diſadvantage and loſs. This I did in 3 
Joner, of which the following is a copy. 


sx. 


Having beſtowed 0 time and ex- 
wir on the Manuſcripts of John Aubrey, and 
undertaken ſeveral journeys to Oxford, for the 
purpoſe of conſulting the materials in the **Aſh- 
molean Muſeum” preparatory to my intended 
publication of them, I felt myſelf very unplea- 
ſantly fituated on being informed by the Deputy 
Keeper of that place, that in conſequence of 
your letter to Mr. Lloyd,“ the gentleman I had 
commiſſoned to tranſcribe the Papers, was no 
longer permitted to proceed, as the Manuſcripts 
were not to be conſulted, in future, by any perſon. 
whatever Now, as the interdict proceeded en- 
tirely from your letter on the ſubject, 1 take this 
method of enquiridg * motive for doing meſo. 


wile 


57 


6 05 

wilful a prejudice.— it ſurely could not proceed 
from fear of a competitor in the Art of Editor. 
ſhip, or what 1 ſhould leſs fuſpect, that pour 
profit on the publication might fuffer by a dif- 
_ ferent edition to your own. een 


n matter is mn for, by 


« 
' 


Dir, N N ? 

| Your very | 
; Obedient Servant, N 
9 JAMES CAULFIELD, | 
Old Compeon Street, obo, . 4.10% Kl 
January 3, 1797. "MY | 


' P. * As * expenditure N — 
has been ſomething more than one hundred 
pounds, your immediate anſwer well prevent 
or accelerate my laying the affair open to the 
world, in aceview of both „ e 

To this letter, Mr, Malone ſent a. 3 | 
meſſage down by his ſervant, ſtating it required 
no anſwer, on which, I conceived it unneceſſary 
to make farthes application to him, but to pro- 
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vecd with publiſhing:the.mgtgrials I had obtain- 
ed prior to Mr. Malone's-interference ; and at 
the fame time, to aſſure the many reſpecta· 
ble. ſubſcribers and friends to my former 
publications, that notwithſtanding, his endea - 


2 undertaking, I am ſufs. 
 ficiently ſupplied with the mate | part of the 


Manuſcript to encourage me in ſoliciting # 
continuance of their favour, and patronage # 
without a fear of forfeiting their good opinion, 

IS by obtruding on- their conſideration an | OP: 

dea work in any ſenſo whateyer, | 


This aſſertion may appear ſtrange, when 2: 
ein ſafely aver Mr, Malone has had every ad- 
vantage authority could give him, ſuch as we. 
aloft unknown,” indulgence of having 8 
| Manuſcripts and” Picturess removed. to his 

| IMS Gül 
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—— Ir. — & a think proper to un 
dertake the embellimment of his work with plates, he is 
extremely ansious to decorate his cabinet, or own copy, 
_ withthe portraits, Abrralh W — 
| from the like gratification, 


= 197 55 


- houſe/from the Muſeum, for his greater * 
4 veniade in copying:dadiemalaribings whereas, | 
my copies were taken (and Ct: 
by great favour) expreſsly under the roof, where 
they were originally lodged by the liberal donor. 
I am induced to make this remark in juſtice to- 
the exertions of the gentleman_who kindly un- 
dertqok the office of tranſcribing the papers, 
not from a principle of pecuniary intereſt, but 
from a real motive to ſerve me; the correctitſa 
of whoſe pen cannot be too much commended, 
as the public libraries in Oxford. ſufficiently | 
reſtify, moſt of which that are digeſted, * 
anne e ee. 


1 have hem informed by ſeveral ſin chat 

Mr. Malone afferts an excluſive privilege of 
making uſe of theſe Papers from his firſt appli- 
cation to tranſcribe them; but he ſurely muſt 
acknowledge himſelf among the laſt wh 
thought them © worthy to be conſulted; as 
Granger i in his Biographical Hiſtory of Eng- t 
land“ confeſſes himſelf, in ſeveral notes, be- 
holden « to r for many valuable anecdotes. 


"Iz —— 


have made conſiderable uſe of Aubrey's Papers: 
But politely from bearing Mr. Malone's intend- 
ed plan of publication, declined the under- 
taking; it ſhould however be remembered 
that Mr. Seward, and Mr. Malone's plan, were 
one and the ſame, and that they were in the 
habit of intimacy which are the only reaſons I 
can aſſign for Mr. Seward's condeſcenſion. 


Mr, Lyſons in his valuable work the Envie 
rons of London” found no difficulty in obtain« 
ing hat information be thought neceſſary from 
Aubrey's Papers, and it is only (at the inſtiga- 
tion of Mr. Malone) on the preſent! cecaſion, 
J will venture to affirm that they were ever con · 
tealed from the uſe of any author or editor. 


I ſhall conclude theſe obſervations by adding, 
that however contemptuous Mr. Malone might 
treat my application to him for an explanation, 


as an individual, his Big bloated pride (to uſe the 
| appellatiow 


— —— — — 


( 19 ) 
appellation of an elegant, critic“) will not, 1 
imagine, think its conſequence let down by the 
endeavour in ſome ſort to juſtify: his conduct to the 
world in this affair. | * 


— _ 


* Author of the *Apology for the Believers,” 
FINIS. 
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